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Message

Thank you very much for participating in today’s SGI-USA Essentials Exam! 

Nichiren Daishonin is surely praising each of you for your noble efforts to passionately study 

Buddhism. By taking on this challenge, you are undoubtedly deepening your faith and making the 

cause to be victorious in overcoming all of life’s trials.  

This year, we celebrate the 90th anniversary of the founding of the Soka Gakkai, which was 

established based on the vow of mentor and disciple shared by its first and second presidents 

Tsunesaburo Makiguchi and Josei Toda. Basing themselves on Nichiren’s writings, they both 

resolutely stood up with the great vow to spread the Mystic Law. Inheriting their spirit while 

continuing to read Nichiren’s writings, I traversed the continents of the world with the aim of 

advancing global kosen-rufu. And now, the spirit to seek out and learn about Nichiren Buddhism 

is spreading like waves throughout 192 countries and territories. Furthermore, the age has come 

in which an increasing number of people around the world, who desire to transform this century 

of confusion and chaos, are seeking our philosophy of humanism that upholds the dignity of life.

When we carry out our Buddhist practice for the sake of kosen-rufu, everything becomes a 

source of great benefit and good fortune that makes our lives shine brilliantly. From now on, too, 

let’s continue to deepen our study of Buddhism and engrave one passage after another in our 

hearts! Let’s also continue illuminating the lives of our friends and our communities, societies 

and the entire world with the great light of the Mystic Law! 

In addition, I extend my heartfelt appreciation to those who, amid your busy schedules, have 

prayed for and supported the growth of our fellow members, and for those who have thoroughly 

planned and prepared for the administration of this exam. 

My beloved SGI-USA members, I am sending daimoku for your good health and success in 

all your endeavors.  

Daisaku Ikeda
January 31, 2020

Please read the following message from SGI President Ikeda before starting the Essentials 2020 Exam. 
Thank you very much. 


