
 

 

 
SGI-USA Men’s Division  

Suggested Study Material for July 2020 
 

In July 2020, the Men’s Division is studying excerpts from “The New Human Revolution” Volumes 18 found in July “Living 
Buddhism” published by SGI-USA.  This page is intended for all members.  The NHR Vol 18 chapter and/or LB pg # is indicated 
as available.  All quotes from 20-37 July LB.  
 
“When we acknowledge our limitations and shortcomings, and start to make a concentrated effort to 
overcome them, they begin to shine as strong points.  That is the power of faith.” 
 
“Being a passive bystander who only stays on the sidelines and complaint is destructive.  Unless you 
stand up and take the initiative, you cannot expect to grow as an individual or contribute to kosen-
rufu.”  
          (July LB, pg 27) 

** 
 
“There are always problems in life.  But if you chant in earnest when things seem bad or painful, those 
difficulties will become sustenance for your growth and serve as a springboard for your progress.”  
 
“Shin’ichi felt a strong sense of gratitude not only to Mr. Hiyama but to all his teachers.  That feeling, 
in fact, was not limited to his teachers but extended to everyone who had helped him throughout his 
life.  It came from his faith as a Buddhist. 
 
A fundamental teaching of Buddhism is the principle of dependent origination. In other words, the idea 
that nothing exists alone, that all phenomena arise from mutually interdependent relationships in 
response to various causes and conditions. 
 
Nothing exists in isolation.  All things are intrinsically interrelated and influence one another.”   

     (July LB, pg 29) 
**  

 
“We cannot ask others to change our karma for us.  Only through our own sincere and earnest faith 
can we dispel the clouds of fundamental ignorance and cause the sun of Buddhahood to rise brilliantly 
within our hearts.” 
 
“Genuine faith is in fact the driving force for all our efforts.  It enables us to tap our inner power that 
cannot be defeated by any hardship, and strengthen us as individuals.”     
          (July LB, pg 31) 

 
Possible Questions for Discussion: 
  

1. How can you stand up today, amidst these circumstances, and take initiative to convert your 
own limitations and shortcomings into strengths? 

2. Dependent origination and the Buddhist principle of oneness of life and its environment are 
closely related.  Please discuss. 

3. “Nothing exists in isolation.”  Yet now many of us are forced into isolation.  How can we use 
our practice and “A, B, C” campaign to strengthen community during this unusual time? 


