
 
SGI-USA Men’s Division  

Suggested Study Material for July 2020 
 

In July 2020, the Men’s Division is studying excerpts from “The New Human Revolution” Volumes 18 found in July “Living 
Buddhism” published by SGI-USA.  This page is intended for leaders.  The NHR Vol 18 chapter and/or LB pg # is indicated as 
available.  All quotes from 20- 37 July LB.  
 
 
 “Efforts to spread Buddhism don’t always bear immediate fruit.  But if we continue to talk about 
Buddhism with our friends, planting the seeds of Buddhahood in their lives, and forge lasting 
friendships with them, the day will come when they will awaken to faith in Nichiren Buddhism.  There’s 
no need to rush things.  What’s important is our wish to our friends’ happiness and having the courage 
to talk to them about Buddhism.  That courage will be transformed into compassion. 
 
It is also vital, for the future of kosen-rufu that the members of the men’s and women’s divisions 
cherish and support our young people and that they do their utmost to foster them.” 
 
“The advance of Kosen-Rufu does not depend on circumstances.  As long as members are filled with 
joy, confidence and a sense of mission, the great path forward will forever be open.” 
           (July LB, pg 33) 

** 
 

“Saying that what people value as their most important treasure depends on the place and 
circumstances in which they live.  Shin’ichi spoke about what the most important treasure of the 
present time was: “Throughout the world today, people are feeling a loss of humanity and sense of 
purpose in life.  These times have also been described as being mired in intellectual and philosophical 
turmoil.  Because of this, humanity, hope and vitality are the treasures of our age. And the philosophy 
of Buddhism, which people can trust and rely on to manifest these treasures, is the most important, 
fundamental treasure of all. 
 
“These treasures all exist within the Soka Gakkai.  Just at the beautiful, shining humanity of Soka 
Gakkai members, who, in spite of their own troubles and worries, continuously pray and take action 
for the sake of others.  Just observe how they have risen valiantly from the depths of despair and 
sorrow, burning with hope and vitality as they strive to build their own lives and make a positive 
contribution to society. To find the source of these treasures, one must seek Nichiren Buddhism, which 
illuminates the ultimate Law of life and the philosophy of human dignity. 
 
“We of the Soka Gakkai are practicing that Buddhism and demonstrating actual proof of its truth in 
our daily lives.”  
          (July LB, pg 36-37) 
 
Possible Questions for Discussion: 
  

1. Efforts to spread Buddhism require patience.  During these urgent times how can we instill a 
sense of perspective in members who are hungering for immediate results? 

2. “The advance of Kosen-Rufu does not depend on circumstances.”  Please discuss.   
3. What is your most valuable treasure? 
4. How can SGI’s philosophy of human dignity help us navigate present worries and turmoil? 


