
 
SGI-USA Men’s Division  

Suggested Study Material for January 2020 
 

In January 2020, the Men’s Division is studying excerpts from The New Human Revolution, Volumes 12 found in the January 
“Living Buddhism” published by SGI-USA.  This page is intended for all members.  The NHR, Vol 12 chapter and/or LB pg # is 
indicated as available.  All quotes from pp 20-37, January LB.  
  
“Everyone has their own unique path in life, and there are many ways to live.  But no matter what 
path we follow, if we dedicates ourselves to the great mission of kosen-rufu, we are sure to bring out 
our highest potential and lead a victorious life.” (January LB, pg 27) 
 

** 
 

“The most important thing in your youth is to challenge yourself and not be held back or defeated by 
your own weakness.  Please don’t forget that self-control and winning over yourself are the key to all 
victory” (January LB, pg 33) 
 

** 
 

“Community development and revitalization are important issues anywhere, but they can be a matter 
of survival in underpopulated villages and mountainous regions. If, however, people lose faith in their 
community and give up hope, there can be no prosperity. 
 
Community revival is born of the love people feel toward their hometown; it is inspired by each 
person’s awareness that he or she is a protagonist in that endeavor.  In other words, the key to 
revitalizing a community is to revitalize the hearts of those who reside in it.  Wherever we are actively 
carrying out our Buddhist practice is the Land of Eternally Tranquil light where the Buddha dwells. 
 
That is why Soka Gakkai members, instead of searching for an ideal realm or happiness somewhere 
apart from reality, have lived out their lives with the conviction that the place where they are is 
essentially a treasure land.  They have made it their personal philosophy and mission in life to 
transform that place into an ideal realm where they can raise the banner of happiness and victory, no 
matter what difficulties or hardships they face. 
 
Realizing the prosperity of a community or region begins with transforming the mind-sets of the 
people who live there and cultivating the earth of the human spirit.  It is in such effort the strong 
sense of community spirit is fostered, resulting in the growth of luxuriant trees of progress, the 
blossoming of beautiful flowers of wisdom and the development of a fertile plain of happiness.  This is 
the purpose of the Soka movement.” (January LB, pg 37) 
      
Questions: 
  

1. What is the mission of kosen-rufu?  How does human revolution contribute to kosen-rufu?  
2. Please share experiences battling inner weakness and developing self-control through your 

Buddhist practice.  What does winning over yourself mean? 
3. How do you define community?  What aspects of your region would you like to transform? 
4. President Ikeda uses the phrase “cultivating the earth of the human spirit.”  Please discuss.  


