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Suggested Study Material for December 2020 
 

In December 2020, the Men’s Division is studying excerpts from “The New Human Revolution” Volumes 23 found in December 
“Living Buddhism” published by SGI-USA.This page is intended for leaders.The NHR Vol 23 chapter and/or LB pg # is indicated 
as available.All quotes from December LB pages 28-45.  
 
“It is my sincere hope that Soka Gakkai members will make the completion of The New Human 
Revolution a fresh starting point and stand up as “Shin’ichi Yamamotos” to work for the happiness of 
others.I pray that, through their tireless, tenacious efforts, they will create their own brilliant history 
of human revolution.” 
        (December LB, pg 32) 
 

** 
“In composing the “Song of Human Revolution,” Shin’ichi took the greatest pains trying to find a way 
to express and communicate Josie Toda’s profound spiritual awakening in prison to his identity as a 
Bodhisattva of the Earth.It was based upon this awakening that Mr. Toda, alone, dedicated to kosen-
rufu. 
 
“As Nichiren Daishonin writes, “If you are of the same mind as Nichiren, you must be a Bodhisattva of 
the Earth” (“The True Aspect of All Phenomena” WND vol 1 p 365).This awakening is the starting point 
of the conviction of the Soka Gakkai, the organization in complete accord with the will and decree of 
the Buddha, directly linked to the Daishonin and dedicated to kosen-rufu.  
 
“The awareness of the mission of the Bodhisattvas of the Earth is knowing the true and fundamental 
purpose of life – being born with the mission is to strive for the happiness of others – and putting it 
into practice.It is the source for creating the absolute maximum value in life.It is the activating force 
for establishing a greater self that embraces all peoples and indeed all humanity through transforming 
the petty life state of the lesser self, concerned only with its own interests and cares, into the wish to 
help others.In other words, dedicating oneself to the mission of the Bodhisattvas of the Earth is the 
path of human revolution. 
 
“Because of the mood of helplessness and depression and the failure to apprehend the true meaning 
of life that prevailed among you people at the time.Shin’ichi wished to make a vigorous appeal to 
youth about the purpose of living.He expressed that in the lines of the second verse of the song:“if we 
are truly Bodhisattvas of the Earth/then we have a mission to fulfill in this world.” 
 
        (December LB, pg 39) 
Possible	Questions	for	Discussion:	
	

1. How	can	one	be	of	the	same	mind	as	Nichiren	when	our	daily	lives	are	so	different?	
2. How	do	you	encourage	new	members	or	guests	who	are	seeking	benefits	or	enjoy	

chanting	but	do	not	know	or	are	not	seeking	a	“mission”?	
3. Experiences	along	the	path	of	human	revolution	–	who	wants	to	share?	
4. How	does	the	path	of	human	revolution	differ	from	other	paths	in	life?	

	


